

Summer is a wonderful time for children to explore their own interests and practice directing their own learning. Below are some questions to help ignite your child’s imagination, promote the natural curiosity that dwells within and strengthen your relationship together as wonderers and explorers.

1. Create an Interest Inventory: 

______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Questions to ponder:
I wish I knew more about…

Things I would like to learn 

I get excited when I _____

If only I knew how to______

Engagement is the key to learning; honoring personal learning choices leads to self-directed learners. When the list is complete, circle the top 3 favorites or dabble in all.
2. Identify Opportunities: 
Play is an extraordinary teacher. Select learning opportunities that promote joy and affirm the learning process. If it is not fun, you aren’t doing it correctly.
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Opportunities to explore:
Outings or field trips – experiential learning engages the senses

Clubs or organizations – interpersonal learners enjoy learning in groups and communities
Find the experts - build relationships with the people who share similar interests

Libraries are for learning – books/films/media/classes/presentations/support
Nature is the best teacher – explore authentic examples and in real life settings

Service projects – volunteerism provides a sense of purpose and identity
3. Select appropriate tools and resources:
Expressing and recording your findings and discoveries reinforces new learning.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

We learn differently, select tools that reflect your interests and styles. Learning styles and interests can go farther than those identified by Howard Gardener by here are some ideas to consider:
Auditory – keep a journal, narrate a photo album, create a power point presentation, offer a lecture or your own version of TED talk, publish a story, fact sheet or poem, write a song.

Kinesthetic – build something, dismantle and reconstruct electronics or machines, plant a garden, create a new prototype, experiment with objects and materials, develop a design.
Visual – keep a sketch book, diagram or catalogue your research, develop a new design, paint, use computer graphics or publishing software, post your discoveries on Pinterest or Instagram, develop your own app, publish a photo journal.
4. Nurture the process – starting with the beginning, the end is undetermined.
The most important part of learning is not the outcome but the process. Get lost in the learning journey and live squarely in the moment of possibility. Deep knowledge and advanced skills grows incrementally over time.
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Questions to contemplate:

How do the adults model learning?

In what ways is genuine interest being expressed?

What types of questions will provoke deeper levels of thinking and create lasting connections to meaningful concepts?

How can learning behaviors be positively reinforced?  

The relationship between student and teacher is sacred; how does reciprocity and respect get cultivated?

5. Share and Celebrate
Children who learn for their own purposes are rewarded with a lifetime of learning. Share discoveries and joy with others so that understanding is expanded everywhere and for everyone.
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


Ruminations and reflections:
Who would be interested in hearing about summer learnings? (grandparents, family, friends, neighbors)

Who might benefit from this learning? (Community centers, youth groups, senior living communities, blogs, Facebook, schools)
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